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Date: Thu, 17 Jul 2010 09:58:11 -0400 A 104-inch movie-wide LED screen cost between $10,000 and
$20,000. A 2,100-watt projector that costs $100,000 is enough for a showing of "Avatar" the

blockbuster hit by James Cameron. Samsung recently added full 1080p HD LCD monitors to its
consumer line of television and laptop monitors. But some of these TVs, priced at about $6,000,

come with a touch panel to allow users to directly manipulate the computer while watching a movie
or playing a game. Samsung's panels are supposed to be in use in the upcoming "Avatar" IMAX 3-D

movie, which is the largest movie screen in the world. ( "Avatar" will also be the biggest, $2.7 billion,
U.S. release of all time.) "I have a 17.5-inch notebook with a 1-inch touch screen," said Rishiraj Gupta

of Sonepat, India, an analyst at IDC, a market research company. "I just use my fingers." The
technology enables Samsung to create large displays -- a market that has grown, but been

hampered by the expense of the past. Samsung, the world's No. 1. global technology bellwether, has
used the touch-screens to develop a new line of TV displays for both business and home. The new 7-
and 10-inch TVs cost $699 and $829, respectively. The touch-panels allow users to surf the Web or

search online; flip through photos, play interactive games or surf the Web; and respond to voice
commands. Samsung is betting that consumers will embrace touch panels on TV sets. Many PC

makers have been introducing touch screens into notebook PCs, and now consumers are clamoring
for them on larger displays. The company launched touch-screen monitors with two panels. It is

pushing the technology on TVs as well. "Samsung is a leader in touch-screen technology. They are in
the lead in the market space," said Brian Cunningham of Boston-based Screen Digest, a market-

research firm. "They're clearly one of the leaders in this space." Samsung, which has already
launched about 25 touch-panel TVs, was the first company to ship it in a notebook. But analysts say

that it is the touch-panel TV that may be the most important addition to the Galaxy product line.
Without the touch panel, only business-class Samsung TVs would be competitive
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