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By Thai Rath Thailand’s National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) on Sunday (April 13) said it would release the final list
of candidates to run in next month’s election, but did not give a date for the release. The NCPO will be responsible for
organising a general election to elect a new National Assembly after the country returns to democracy. The monarchy had been
stripped from power and the military took control in a coup on May 22, 2014. The Election Commission has yet to announce the
date for the general election. A news conference on Sunday was attended by the NCPO’s administration chief Gen Werachon
Sukhondhapatipak, deputy defense minister Brig Gen Chumpol Intarasuk, secretary-general of the national security council Lt
Gen Werachon Sukondhapatipak, and Chumpol’s deputy Lt Gen Kampol Thiratchai. The meeting focused on the security,
economy, and political situations in the country. Chumpol said the National Assembly election would be about “peace and
harmony”, adding that the election must take place peacefully. The government would release the list of candidates to run in the
election to the NCPO in the near future. Candidates would be submitted to the NCPO within the next three days, Chumpol said.
Once the NCPO had confirmed the candidates, they could be sent to the Election Commission, he said. Chumpol said members
of the bureaucracy would have to wait for the NCPO to release candidates for electoral districts before submitting their names
for election. On the economy, Chumpol said the government would prepare to declare a budget for next year when the budget
for this year had been declared. Brig Chiranuch Antaratarakorn, deputy minister of the economy, said a total of 3 trillion baht
would be
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